
Convertible Nesting Box

Description

Introducing the Convertible Nesting Box, a versatile and innovative solution designed to improve the
survival rate of kits and provide convenience for rabbit breeders. This nesting box features a
removable front panel that allows kits to move out when they are over one week old and return easily,
promoting healthier growth and reducing mortality rates.

Features and Design

Adjustable Front Panel

The Convertible Nesting Box comes with a removable front panel that adjusts as your kits grow:

High Front for Newborns: Keeps the newborn kits safely inside, preventing them from crawling
out and getting cold.
Lowered Front for Older Kits: Allows older kits to explore their environment and easily return to
the nest.
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Material and Construction

Constructed from high-quality board (9-ply), the nesting box is durable, easy to clean, and provides
excellent insulation. Key features include:

Wooden Sides: Provides warmth and comfort to the kits, essential for their early development.
Drilled Holes in the Bottom: At the bottom, the box has holes drilled using a drill, ensuring
proper drainage and ventilation while maintaining a comfortable surface for the kits.

Benefits of the Convertible Nesting Box

Enhanced Kit Mobility

The adjustable front panel ensures that kits can move freely, promoting:

Healthy Exploration: Encourages kits to explore their environment safely.
Safe Return: Kits can easily return to the nest, reducing the risk of getting lost or injured.

Reduced Mortality Rates
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By allowing kits to return to the nest easily, the Convertible Nesting Box significantly lowers mortality
rates:

Protection from Cold: Keeps kits warm and protected, crucial for their survival in the first few
weeks.
Reduced Risk of Injury: Prevents kits from being pulled out onto the wire floor, which can lead
to injuries.

How to Use the Convertible Nesting Box

Setting Up

1. Prepare the Box: Assemble the nesting box using the provided materials. Ensure all parts are
securely fixed to provide a stable environment for the doe and her kits.

2. Add Bedding: Line the bottom with a feed bag or cardboard and add a generous amount of hay
or pine shavings. This will create a soft, warm bed for the kits.

3. Install the Front Panel: Ensure the high front panel is in place before the doe delivers to keep
the newborn kits inside.

Adjusting for Growth

1. Monitor Kit Growth: Once kits are over one week old, observe their movement and readiness to
explore outside the nest.

2. Lower the Front Panel: When kits start exploring, lower the front panel to allow easy access
back into the nest. This flexibility helps the kits learn to move in and out safely.

 

Practical Tips

When to Add the Nesting Box

Timing: Add the nesting box two days before the doe’s expected delivery. This timing is crucial
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to ensure the doe has enough time to prepare her nest but not so long that it becomes a litter box.
Sign of Readiness: If the doe starts gathering hay in her mouth, she’s ready for the nesting box.
This behavior indicates that she is beginning to build her nest.

Cleaning and Maintenance

Initial Cleaning: Clean the box when kits start opening their eyes (around 10-14 days old). This
helps prevent nest box eye, a condition caused by unsanitary conditions.
Regular Maintenance: Replace bedding regularly to ensure a clean, healthy environment for the
kits. Clean out old bedding and replace it with fresh, clean materials to maintain hygiene.

 

Material Choices

For lining the nesting box:

Feed Bags: Line the bottom with a cut feed bag. This creates a barrier that helps with
cleanliness and makes cleaning easier.
Bedding: Use a generous amount of hay or pine shavings. This provides insulation and comfort,
ensuring the kits remain warm and dry.

How This Concept Lowers Kit Mortality

The Convertible Nesting Box is designed to lower kit mortality through several key features:

Adjustable Front Panel: Prevents newborn kits from crawling out and getting cold while allowing
older kits to explore and return safely.
Drilled Holes in the Bottom: Ensures proper drainage and ventilation, reducing the risk of
respiratory issues and infections.
Easy Cleaning: Simplifies the cleaning process, ensuring a sanitary environment that reduces
the risk of disease and infection.

By providing a safe, warm, and clean environment, the Convertible Nesting Box significantly enhances
the survival rate and overall health of the kits.

Conclusion

The Convertible Nesting Box is an essential tool for any rabbit breeder. Its adjustable design not only
promotes the healthy development of kits but also significantly reduces mortality rates. By providing a
safe and comfortable environment, this nesting box ensures that your kits grow up healthy and strong.
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